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My experience as a Gyspy cob breeder,
my passion for photography, as well as a
love for travel, and discovering incredible
locations, propels me to research and
find opportunities, year after year,
to access the high-calibre of horses,
breeders and trainers that I can write
about today.
I hope that you enjoyed reading about
Highfield Grandslam and Mr Moonshine
in my previous article, published in the
March-April issue of Horses and People.
That particular photographic tour
opened up opportunities to meet some
of the most magnificent Gypsy cobs I’ve
ever seen . The stories that follow about
another two divine Gypsy cobs have an
equal place in my heart, and result from
the same trip to the United Kingdom.

San cler Jon-O-Dreams
Buying another stallion was not on the
mind of Kim Carrick from Kimico Stud
when she saw him advertised, but his
colour caught her eye and she knew
he would be an asset to some of her
young mares. Like so many unplanned
purchases, the stallion captured Kim’s
heart at the most unexpected time.
It was in 2018, England, when I had
the opportunity to meet Kim at Kimico
Stud for the first time on an equine
photography tour with Katarzyna Om.
In a little town in Appleby, I remember
pulling into her driveway and she
immediately pointed out “the new boy in
town” with enthusiasm. I was delighted
when he was brought up to the stables
for us to photograph.

San cler Jon-O-Dreams,
Gypsy cob stallion, UK
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Jonno, as he is known around home, is a
real character, always doing funny things
like picking up brushes in his mouth. I
could tell he was enjoying the attention
of all the onlookers as we prepared to
photograph him. He called out and had
a ‘look at me’ presence. A little unsure
of his new surroundings, he would move
about. As soon as Kim spoke softly to
him, whilst putting her hand on his neck,
he would settle.
Jonno’s training continued under-saddle
and around early 2018, Kim knew it was
time for him to start showing. In his first
show he won his in-hand class and went
champion. He also had his first ridden
show at this time and won that as well.
In March 2018 he attended the
prestigious CHAPS (Coloured Horse
and Pony Society U.K.) for the first time
and was graded and passed – a thrill to
all those following his journey because
being graded with a pass means he
has a covering certificate for breeding
purposes.
A month later (April 2018), Jonno
represented Kimico Stud at the
TGCA grading (Traditional Gypsy Cob
Association). He passed and received the
Reserve Champion Performance Stallion
which is a phenomenal result against
tough competition.
Following this success, Jon-O-Dreams
was entered into the prestigious Royal
Windsor Horse Show, which was a real
test as he had never shown at this level.
He proudly won his class in the Queen’s
garden. The following show was the
CHAPS championship where he won
his ridden class and in-hand class and
went on to be crowned Champion NCT
(Native/Cob/Traditional) of the year.
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Travelling allows me to
photograph beautiful
horses in exquisite
landscapes, to experience
cultures and environments
so incredibly interesting
and so different to my
Australian home.
IMAGE A: San cler Jon-O-Dreams,
Gypsy cob stallion, UK
IMAGE B: Rachel greeting
McCartney’s Balios before the
photoshoot.

D

IMAGES C& D: McCartney’s
Balios, Gypsy cob stallion, UK.

Kim is one of the friendliest people I have
ever met. Her love of horses and her
enthusiasm as she proudly showed us her
young stock was radiant. It’s easy to see
this has been a lifelong passion, as you
look around the fields and see the quality
they produce.

B

Kimico Stud is known for maintaining
the breed standard, and they selectively
breed with this in mind, giving them a
reputation for being among the best
consistently producing show stock with
temperament a top priority.
Kimico now have their sights set on JonO-Dreams’ stud duties.

McCartney’s Balios

IMAGE A: Highfield
Grandslam, Gypsy cob
stallion, UK, who now
resides in Tennessee, USA.
IMAGES B & C: Mr
Moonshine, Gypsy cob
stallion, UK, who now
resides Tennessee, USA
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Another Kimico stallion, who is a
well-accomplished show champion, is
McCartney’s Balios. Born on McCartney
Stud in Devon, SW England, he arrived
at Kimico Stud as a yearling. Now, he
resides in Wales at his show trainer’s
residence. Like all of the other prized
horses in Emma’s stables, he was in his
stall, waiting for us to come over and
greet him.
In my first meeting I observed this little
pocket rocket, with hair everywhere as an
absolute beauty. He is perfection in every
form and I couldn’t take my eyes off him.

He is a highly educated and versatile
pony, whether he is attending a
competitive show or in the hunting field.
Balios is 2015, 2017 and 2018 CHAPS
(Coloured Horse and Pony Society U.K.)
show champion, highlighting his quality
for being awarded year in, year out, in a
large field of tough competition.
Kim’s family has always owned horses
with her uncles calling Greenholme Fell
Ponies their home.
Her great uncle purchased his first
coloured cob in 1948, and from as early
as she can remember, these horses have
been part of her life and she has spent all
of her spare time with them.
Kim finished school and went to
Canada for two years and worked with
Standardbreds. With her husband, they
started their own stud, Kimico in 2001.
They now own 5 stallions from 12.3hh
to 15.1hh, all graded with CHAPS and
licensed with TGCA (Traditional Gypsy
Cob Association).
Kimico Stud has 10 exceptional mares
and they have sold cobs to USA, Sweden
and Denmark, and showing homes in the
U.K. The main aim of the stud is to breed
movement and good limbs.

Travelling allows me to photograph
beautiful horses in exquisite landscapes,
to experience cultures and environments
so incredibly interesting and so different
to my Australian home.
I am very grateful for the breeders and
trainers who open their homes and
welcome others to experience their
world, so that I could share with you
about meeting four exceptional stallions
in these two articles.
Returning home to my family and Gypsy
cobs, I found I had an increased interest
in the history of bloodlines and a deep
gratitude for opportunities to learn from
other breeders, as well as for hearing
about how their passion had begun –
there is almost always a very unique tale!
The plan has been to travel frequently,
over the next 12 months, to different
locations, hosting my own photography
sessions in beautiful locations.
We shall see how my planning has to
adapt now that we are in the midst of a
global pandemic, but in any case, I will
provide regular updates here: https://
www.equinephotographybyrachelflynn.
com/travel-sessions/
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